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NAME:   George Michael Wise (Mike) 

 

ADDRESS: Office: Department of Sociology and Social Work 

             Appalachian State University 

Boone, NC    28608 

Phone-  (828) 262- 6393  

 

Home:   334 New River Heights 

Boone, NC  28607 

Phone- (828) 264- 7233 

 

EDUCATION: 

University  Major  Minor   Degree 

North Carolina          Sociology Political Science & Ph.D. 1976   

State University    Statistics     

 

North Carolina  Rural  Political Science  MS 1970 

State University  Sociology 

 

University of  Sociology    AB 1962 

North Carolina at 

Chapel Hill 

 

ASSOCIATIONS: 

Professional 

     Current  American Sociological Association 

National Council of State Sociological Associations  

North Carolina Sociological Association 

Southern Sociological Association 

       Past  Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences  

North Carolina Criminal Justice Association  

Southern Criminal Justice Association  

Honorary 

Alpha Chi (National Scholastic) 

Phi Kappa Phi (National Scholastic) 

Alpha Kappa Delta (Sociology Scholastic) 

Alpha Phi Omega (National Service) 

 

PRINCIPLE TEACHING AREAS: 

General Sociology   Research Methods 

Deviant Behavior    Appalachian Studies 

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: 

1995- 1996 Acting Chair, Department of Sociology and Social Work 

Appalachian State University 

1983- Present Professor, Department of Sociology and Social Work 

Appalachian State University 

1978- 1983 Associate Professor, Department of Sociology and Anthropology 

Appalachian State University 

 1975- 1978 Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology and Anthropology 

Appalachian State University 

1972- 1975 Instructor, Department of Sociology and Anthropology 

Appalachian State University 

1971- 1972 Instructor, Department of Sociology and Anthropology 

North Carolina State University 

!971  Systems Consultant, Urban Affairs and Community Services Center North Carolina State 

University 

1970- 1971 Teaching Assistant, Department of Sociology and Anthropology 

North Carolina State University 

1969- 1970 Instructor, Fort Bragg Branch North Carolina State University 
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1962- 1967 Officer, United States Air Force 

1960- 1962 Truck Driver, Simplified Farm Record Book Company Chapel Hill, North Carolina 

1960   Undergraduate Research Fellow, National Science Foundation and Center for                        

Research in the Social Sciences  University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

 

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES: 

            Publications  

2006 Wise, Michael. 2006. “Max Weber Visits America.” Sociation Today 4, 2 (9)  
 

  2004 Harris, Catherine T. and Michael Wise. 2004.  "A Quick Look at Grassroots Sociology: An Updating   

   of the Survey of the State of the State Sociological Associations." Footnotes 32(2) February. 

   (Refereed) 

 

 2003 Wise, Michael and Catherine Harris. 2003. "The North Carolina Sociological Association:  A National  

    Model for Sociology?" Sociation Today 1(1) Spring.    (Refereed) 

 

2002 Wise, Michael and Allie Funk.  Deviance: Sociological Explanations. Dubuque, IA: Kendall/Hunt 

Publishing Company (Book)    (Refereed) 

 

Wise, Michael and Catherine Harris. AState Sociological Association in the South: An Emerging 

Infrastructure.@ The Southern Sociologist. Summer 2002. 

 

1999  ASylvia Plath and the Bell Jar: Insights into the Suicidal Mind.@ In Chris Moose(ed) The Sixties in   

America Encyclopedia of Literature in America, Salem Press, Pasadena California. (With Janice 

Rienerth) 

 

AGrassroots Sociology and the Future of the Discipline.@ The American Sociologist. 29 (Winter) 29-47 

(With Catherine Harris) (Refereed) 

 

ASociology and High School Teaching.@ The American Sociologist. 29 (Winter)  64-77 (with Janice 

Rienerth, Paul Lindsay, Michael Wise, Trina Seitz, and  Julie Dillon)  (Refereed) 

 

1998 AThe Attica Prison Riot.@  In David Bradley and Shelly Fisher Fishkin (eds), The Encyclopedia of Civil 

Rights in America, Sharp Reference, Pasadena, California. (with Janice Rienerth) 

 

1996     AMainstreaming Sociology:  Strategies for the Twenty first Century II.@ The Rural Sociologist. V. 10 

(February 1996) (with Catherine Harris and Carl Hand.)    (Refereed) 

 

APreparing the Sociology Student.= Sociation, 22(2) May 1996     (Refereed) 

 

AThe Sociological Web: Technology, Teaching and Tools for the 21
st
 Century.@ Sociation, 22(3) 

October 1996. (Refereed) 

 

1995 AMainstreaming Sociology: Strategies for the 21st Century.@ Footnotes , 23(1):4. (with Catherine Harris 

et al)    (Refereed) 

 

1994 Review of Ronald L. Akers, Criminological Theories: Introduction and Evaluation, American  

 Journal of Criminal Justice. 18(3) 1994. 

 

1989 AAnomie Power and Exchange: Parallel Sources of Deviance.@ Deviant Behavior 

10: 53- 60 (with Allie G. Funk)    (Refereed) 

 

1987 Social Deviation, Appalachian State University. (with Allie G. Funk) 
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1981 Appendix 2 in Who Owns Appalachia? The Appalachian Land Ownership Task  Force. The                    

  University of Kentucky Press.    (Refereed) 

 

1976 ASimulation and Games: Competitive Interaction as a Method of Teaching General Sociology.@               

  Sociological Research Symposium VI. Virginia Commonwealth University (with Larry Keeter and        

  Gaylan Williamson).    (Refereed) 

 

1972  ALinking Social Theory to Social Action: A Review and Critique of  Photiatdis  and  Schwarzweller  

 eds.) Change in Rural Appalachia: Implications for Action Programs.@ Appalachian Journal 1:1 

(Autumn) 1972.  

 

Monographs: 

1995     Cultural Attachment: Federal EIS for the Appalachian Power Company's 765 kv Transmission   Line 

Proposal ( Part of Federal Agency analysis of environmental impact of power transmission line on 

Peter's Mountain, VA) 

 

1993 Community Awareness of the Arts in Watauga County: A Needs and Planning  Assessment of        

  the Cultural Arts in Watauga County  (for the Watauga County Arts Council) 

 

1991 Factors Related to Delays for Patient Placement from Hospitals to Nursing Homes.          

 (with Patricia H. Booth and Thomas R. McIlwain) (for the Rutherford County Commission) 

 

1991 Women's Employment in Watauga County. (for and with the Watauga County Council on the               

  Status of Women) 

 

1985 The Status of Women in Watauga County. (for the New River Mental Health Center) 

 

1984 Parent and Teacher Attitudes Toward Gained Time Scheduling . (for the Watauga County School      

  Board) 

 

1983 In- House Suspension: An Evaluation. (for the Caldwell County Board of Education) 

 

1982 A Defense of the Methodology of the Land Use in the Southern Appalachians Study. (for  the 

Highlander Center, Midlands TN) 

 

Data Use Manual: Land Use in the Southern Appalachians . (with John Gaventa) (for the Highlander 

Center, Midlands TN) 

 

1979 The Status of Women in Caldwell County. (for the Caldwell County Council on the Status of               

 Women) 

 

1978 A Profile of Students at Mayland Technical Institute. (for the Board of Trustees, Mayland                  

  Technical Institute) 

 

1977 Research Projects and Possibilities for the Appalachian Region. (for the Committee for Research       

  in Appalachia) 

 

1977 Patterns of Apprehension and Conviction of Drivers Under the Influence of  Intoxicating      

  Beverages . (with Al Greene) (for the Western North Carolina Mental Health Center) 

 

1977 Preventing Delinquency: An Evaluation of  the Delinquency Prevention Service of   

  the Virginia Department of Corrections . (with Clifton Bryant et al Department of  Sociology  VPI)     

  (for the Department of Corrections Commonwealth of Virginia) 

 

1976 A Survey of Drug Use Patterns in the Schools of Washington County. (for People Inc.             

 Abingdon VA)  
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1972 Improving Policy at the State Level for Vocational Education in the Southern States . (With Harry    

 G. Beard) (For the Center for Occupational Education, North Carolina State University) 

 

1971 An Operations Approach to Volunteerism. (With Betty Wiser) (For the Urban Affairs and Community 

Services Center, North Carolina State University) 

 

 

Presentations: 

 2011  Does Virtue Vanish Among Medical Students Over Time? (with Catherine T Harris). The Southern 

  Sociological Society April 6-9, 2011 Jacksonville, Florida 

 

 2009 Motivation to Attend Medical School and Expected Work Areas over the Course of the Medical  

 School Experience. (with Catherine T. Harris) The Southern Sociological Society New Orleans,   

 Louisiana April 1-4, 2009 

 

2008 Cultural Interests, Sociability and Social Empathy: Cultural WEB Site Use and the Definition of 

 Social Boundaries  (with Catherine Harris). The Southern Sociological Society April  9-12, 2008 

 Annual Meeting:  Richmond, Virginia 

 

2007  Why is there a Work of Art on the Cover of Journal of the American Medical Association?  

  Medical  Students: The Cultural Arts, Activities and the Acquisition of Habitus (With Catherine  

 T. Harris and Velma Watts). The American Sociological Association Annual Meeting. New York:  

  August 13,2007  

 

2006 What Are We Doing About Being Sociologists in the South? Exploring an Expansion of the 

Relationships between Regional Associations and the American Sociological Association. The 

Southern Sociological Society Annual Meeting. Atlanta, GA. April 14, 2006  
 

2006 The Impact of Participation in Undergraduate Extra-Curricular Activities on the  

Transformation of Habitus among Medical Students. (With Catherine T. Harris and Velma  

Watts). The Southern Sociological Society Annual Meeting. New Orleans, LA April 16 2006 

 

2005 Cultural Capital, Habitus and Sense of Belonging in Medical School: The Impact of Ascribed and  

Achieved Status. (With Catherine T. Harris, Obi I. Chukwmah and Velma Watts).  The American 

Sociological Association Annual Meeting. Philadelphia PA. August 14, 2005.  

 

The Role of Cultural Capital and Habitus in Influencing Perceived Academic Success among Medical 

Students. (With Catherine T. Harris, Obi I. Chukwmah and Velma Watts).  Southern Sociological 

Society Annual Meeting. Charlotte, NC April 14, 2005. 
 

2004 Gender and Satisfaction with the Medical School Environment: Interactions with Race and Type 

Medical School. (With Catherine Harris, Velma Watts  and Willie Pearson, Jr.). The American 

Sociological Association Annual Meeting. San Francisco, CA. August 1, 2004. 

 

  2003 Perception of Academic Success and Sense of Belonging among Medical Students: The Effects of Race, 

Sex and Type Medical School."  (With Catherine Harris, Velma Watts and Willie Pearson, Jr.) The 

American Sociological Association Annual Meeting. Atlanta, GA. August 18, 2003. 

 

  Satisfaction with the Medical School Environment: A Comparison of African American 

and White Students. (With Catherine Harris, Velma Watts and Willie Pearson, Jr.) Southern 

Sociological Society Annual Meeting. New Orleans, LA March 28, 2003. 
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  2002 Predictors of Academic Success, Sense of Belonging and Discrimination among African American 

and White Students: An Analytical Model of the Medical School Experience." (With Catherine Harris, 

Velma Watts and Willie Pearson, Jr.) The American Sociological Association . (August) Chicago, IL  

 

2001 Those Frustrated Students: What Do They Expect From Us? (With Catherine Harris) Southern 

Sociological Society (April) Atlanta, GA.  

 

2000 Passing in the Night: Goal Disjunctions, A Source of Student Hostility. American Sociological 

Association. (August)  Washington D.C.  

 

1999 Student Expectations and Delivering the Product: Disjunction and Discord in the Classroom. August 

6, 1999. Chicago, IL. American Sociological Association. 
 

1998 Anger in the Classroom: Motivating the First Generation College Student. American Sociological 

Association. San Francisco CA. August, 1998. 

 

Grassroots Sociology and the Future of the Discipline. (With Catherine Harris) Southern  

Sociological Society (April).   

 

1996  High School Social Science Teachers and You. North Carolina Sociological Association, February 23, 

1996, Raleigh NC  

 

Race, Violence and Sentencing Decisions . Southern Sociological Society, April 1996, 

Richmond Va. (With Ed Rosenberg and Kim Overman) 

 

Crime and Punishment: Juror=s Age and Recommended Sentences. Southern Gerontological 

Association, April 1996, Little Rock AK. (With Ed Rosenberg and Kim Overman) 

 

1995 Surviving on a Shoestring: The State Sociological Association in the South.  Southern   

 Sociological Society (April) Atlanta GA 

 

1994 Sociology and the Turf Wars. North Carolina Sociological Association (February) 

Greensboro, NC 

 

1992   Women in Corrections: Quo Vadis? Southern Criminal Justice Association (October)      

  Gatlinburg, TN (with Jan Rienerth) 

 

1991 Hidden Couples: Intimate Violence in the Gay/Lesbian Community. Southern Criminal   

 Justice Association (October) Montgomery AL. 

 

1990 Women: Offenders, Victims and Practitioners. Southern Sociological Society (April)                 

Louisville, Ky. (with Jan Rienerth) 

 

1988 The Human Image and Deviance. Southern Sociological Society (April) Nashville, TN 

 

1986 Modes of Adaptation and Social Exchange. Southern Sociological Society (April) New Orleans, LA    

 (with Allie Funk) 

 

Sociological Research: To Whom Do We Speak? Southern Sociological Society (April) New Orleans, 

LA (with Steve Hall) 

 

Land Use in Western North Carolina. NC Sociological Association (February) Greensboro NC 

 

1985 Women and Life Satisfaction: The Effects of Home and Work . Southern Sociological Society           

 (April) Charlotte, NC. 
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1984 Factors Related to the Perception of Equity Among College Dating Couples . Southern Sociological 

Society (April) Knoxville TN (with Steve Hall) 

 

1981 The Life Styles of Singles . Southern Sociological Society (April) Louisville KY (with Steve Hall) 

 

1980 Dating Patterns among Contemporary College Students . Southern Sociological Society   

 (April) Atlanta GA (with Steve Hall) 

 

1976 Simulations and Games: Competitive Interaction as a Method of Teaching General Sociology. AKD 

Symposium (February) Richmond VA (with Larry Keeter and Gaylan Williamson) 

 

1973 Teaching Undergraduate Research Methods. North Carolina Sociological Association   

  (April) Raleigh NC 

 

1970 Developing Policy for a Program of Training and Retraining for Experienced Vocational              

Education Personnel. Symposium for Developing State Programs for Vocational Professional              

Education (November) Raleigh NC (with Harry G. Beard) 

 

Professional Service 

Offices Held: 

2009-  Member Nominations Committee Southern Sociological Society   

2006- 2010 Vice President The International Honor Society of Alpha Kappa Delta   

2000- 2010 Member Committee on Allied Organizations American Sociological Association 

2000- 2003 Regional Representative and Member Executive Board- Alpha Kappa Delta 

2000- 2001 Immediate Past President National Association of State Sociological Associations  

1998- 2000 President National Association of State Sociological Associations 

1999- 2000 Member Election Committee- Southern Sociological Society   

1997- 1998 President Elect National Association of State Sociological Associations 

1998- 1999  Immediate Past President North Carolina Sociological Association  

1997- 1998 President North Carolina Sociological Association  

1996- 1997    President Elect and Program Chair North Carolina Sociological Association  

1993- 1999  Board Member North Carolina Sociological Association  

  1998- >99   Legislative Liaison Committee (Chair)    

1996- '97   Program Committee (Chair) 

1995- '96   Planning Committee 

1994- '95   Nominations Committee (Chair) 

1980-84 Regional Representative and Member Executive Board- Alpha Kappa Delta 

 

Session Organizer, Discussant, Reviewer: 

 

2008  Organizer and Presider: AKD Distinguished Lecture- Professor Ronald L. Akers, Professor of  

 Criminology and Sociology University of Florida: What Do You Mean Crime is Learned?   

 Originsand Recent Developments in Social Learning Theory”  (Also included the awards and   

 recognition program)  ASA Annual Meeting august 1-4 2008 Boston, MS 

2008 Presider and Discussant:  In the Wake of Katrina.  The Southern Sociological Society Annual  

  Meeting. Atlanta, GA. April 9-12, 2008.  

 2007 Organizer & Presider:  AKD Distinguished Lecture- Kai Erikson Yale University: The Many Faces 

  of  Katrina (Also included the awards and recognition program) ASAAnnual Meeeting  

 New York August 9-11 2007 

2007 Discussant: Can Classical Sociological Theory Explain the Post-Industrial City in the American 

South? The Southern Sociological Society Annual Meeting. Atlanta GA April 12, 2007 

2005 Presider (with Catherine Harris): Cultural Capital, Habitus, and Social Reproduction.  

 The American Sociological Association Annual Meeting . Philadelphia PA. August 14, 2005.  
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   2004 Organizer (with Catherine Harris):  Subsets of Southern Sociology: The Contributions of Allied 

Associations to the Sociological Enterprise. Southern Sociological Society: Plenary Session (April) 

Atlanta GA.  

  2003 Organizer and Chair (with Catherine Harris): Issues in Medical Education. The American Sociological 

Association (August) Atlanta, GA. 

  2003 Organizer and Chair:  The Academic Honor Society:  Its Value in the Modern University  

  2002 Organizer (with Catherine Harris). The State Sociological Association in the South 

    The Southern Sociological Society (April) Baltimore, MD. 
  2001 Organizer (with Catherine Harris). Swimming with the Sharks: Dealing With Hostility in the 

Classroom. Southern Sociological Society (April) Atlanta, GA  

    Organizer (with Catherine Harris). The State Sociological Association in the South. The Southern 

Sociological Society, (April). Atlanta GA. 

  2000 Organizer (with Catherine Harris). Management of Hostility in the Classroom.  American Sociological 

Association (August) Washington, D.C. 

  1999 Organizer and Presider - Sociology in Service to the State. North Carolina Sociological Association 

(February) Research Triangle Park, NC.  

  1998 Organizer and Presider- An Open Forum on Legislative action for North Carolina    

    Sociologists . North Carolina Sociological Association  (February) Winston- Salem NC. 

  1997 Organizer- Surviving on a Shoestring II: The State Sociological Association in the South.  Southern 

Sociological Society (April) Atlanta GA (with Catherine Harris  

  1996 Discussant- Teaching Sociology II. Southern Sociological Society (April) Richmond Va. 

  1996 Reviewer- Social Forces, Sociological Inquiry, Southern Sociological Society 

  1995 Organizer and Discussant- The Emerging Appalachia. Southern Sociological Society   (April) Atlanta, 

GA. 

  1995 Reviewer- Social Forces, Sociological Inquiry, Southern Sociological Society  

  1994 Discussant- Deviant Behavior on College Campuses. Southern Sociological Society (April) Raleigh, NC 

  1994 Reviewer- Deviant Behavior, Mid-west Sociological Association, Southern Sociological Society  

  1991 Discussant-  Women: Victims, Practitioners and Offenders. Southern Sociological Society, (April) 

Atlanta GA 

  1990 Discussant- Alternative Formats . Southern Sociological Society (April) Louisville KY 

  1989 Discussant- Alternative Formats . Southern Sociological Society (April) Norfolk, VA 

  

University 

 2002-   Chancellor=s Scholarship Selection Committee 

 1999- 2002 College of Arts and Sciences Outstanding Scholar Selection Committee 

 1998-   University Honor=s Council 

 1982- Present Appalachian Studies Advisory Committee 

 1991- 1994 Faculty Senate 

 1991- 1994 College Scholarship Committee 

 1987-1989  Artist and Lecture Series (Chair 1988-89)   

 1976- 1986 Advisory Council for Academic Computing (Chair 1982- 86) 

 1979- 1982 Steering Committee- Self Study for Southern Association Re-accreditation 

 1976- 1979 Committee for Institutional Studies and Planning  

 

 

Community Service 

 2007   Watauga County Arts Council (President) 

 2000   Watauga County Arts Council (President 1998- 2000) 

 1993- 2000 Downtown Boone Development Association (Planning Committee)  

 1986- 1992  Watauga County Arts Council (President 1990- 92) 

 1982- 1986 Blue Ridge Community Theatre (President 1985- 86) 

 

 

Awards & Recognition 

  2007    Board of Governors Outstanding Teacher Award 
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  2003, 2004   Nominated For Arts and Sciences Outstanding Advisor 

  2002    Contributions to Sociology Award- NC Sociological Association 

  1995, 1998, 2001, 2002, 2005 Nominated for Arts and Sciences Teaching Academy 

  1994    Selected as Faculty Marshall for College of Arts and Sciences  

  1991    Nominated as Outstanding Graduate Teacher 

 

 


